The sum offered in settlement will be the largest ever
paid by a mine operator for civil penalties assessed as the
result of a single coal mine disaster. 3/

Except as other indicated, my evaluation and allocation
of the $200,000 accords with that recommended by the Secretary. 4/

I fully concur in the Secretary's overall evaluation of
the gravity of these violations, namely, that "When viewed
in the light of the underlying mine practices and the events
of March 9, 1976 . . . the violations, individually and
collectively are seen as extremely grave, occuring through
culpable negligence, the products of reckless management
attitudes and a method of operation which demonstrated
indifference to federal safety standards." 5/

3/  When the present settlement proposal, $200,000, is added
to the sum already paid, $36,400, the mine operators will
have paid a total of $236,400 in civil penalties which is
89% of MESA's initial assessment for the 71 violations
charged.

4/  The Secretary's evaluation appears in counsel's motion

to approve settlement which incorporated by reference counsel's

earlier response to the trial judge's pretrial order of

May 1, 1980.  Counsel for the Secretary is to be commended

for the clarity of expression and organization of these

pleadings and for the diligence demonstrated in their

preparation.

5_/ It is the Secretary's position that both Blue Diamond
Coal Company and Scotia Coal Company were responsible for
the safety violations at the Scotia Mine.lties
